The influence of age on the surgical management of carcinoma of the stomach.
The medical records of 31,808 patients with gastric cancer registered with the West-Midlands Cancer Registry between 1957-1981 were reviewed to determine the influence of age on presentation, stage assessment, management, survival and mortality rates. When analysed by stage, and excluding post-operative deaths, survival was similar in all age groups. This study confirms stage of disease to be the single most important prognostic factor. The inverse relationship between laparotomy and age implies inadequate assessment of stage in the elderly. The poor prognosis in unresected cases suggests that increased precise staging by laparotomy or laparoscopy will have minimal adverse effects. On the other hand this may result in increased resections and survival.